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panying commentaries are in ‘News and investigators studying the disease and
Views’ style and are in general scholarly, have obvious clinical importance. Docu-
with a dash of humour, clearly rivalling mentation of the mutations is usually
those of its parent. As a result of all this, robust and a subset of the papers reports
Nature Genetics is one of a handful of useful technical modifications that have
journals whose monthly arrival I now aided the identification of mu!alioqs aqd
eagerly await. that occasionally have general applicabil-
Human Molecular Genetics is a spin-off ity. Each of these two journals has a
of Nucleic Acids Research. Both it and special -feature. Nearly every issue of
the third new journal, Human Mutation, Human Mutation carries a brief review of
have distinguished, international editorial mutations in a specific gene; these reviews
boards. In both cases, the editors have are well written, concise and up to date.
accomplished what they set out to do: to  Human Molecular Genetics has a section
provide a reputable journal devoted to devoted to the description of new, highly
publishing papers describing the genetic polymorphic markers, and currently
analysis of human hereditary diseases. provides the best vehicle for publishing
The journals are true to their names, and (and finding) such polymorphisms in the
Human Molecular Genetics thereby has a literature.
wider scope, with most of its articles In summary, cach of the three journals
dealing with basic studies of genc express-  provides authors and readers with a valu-
ion, physical mapping and linkage related able resource for a variety of studies
to human genes of interest. The quality relevant to human genetic disease.
and content of these articles are in general  Human Molecular Genetics and Human
what one would expect from a top-notch  Mutation deserve to be in every library
speciality journal. Human Molecular  catering to a community of human geneti-
Genetics has so far attracted a more in-  cists. Nature Genetics has broader appeal,
teresting and varied collection of papers lying squarely at the interface between
than Human Mutation. Almost all the  molecular biology, genetics and medicine;
papers in Human Muwation, and about a - many will find a personal subscription
quarter of those in Human Molecular rewarding. o
Genetics, report additional examples of
mutations in diseases already described at
the genetic level. Although a bit archival  Laboratory, Johns Hopkins Oncology Cen-
(the molecular equivalent of clinical case ter, 424 North Bond Street, Baitimore,
reports), such papers can be useful to Maryland 21231, USA. '
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The acceptable
face of science?
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tribution details available on application
to publisher.

HERE is a good deed in a naughty world, a
new journal that no one can deplore, a
source for once of pleasure and not of
pain. Imagine having to think up a nam=
for a new biotechnology company — t&.::
more euphonious variants on the Bioger
Genentech, Celltech theme, even inclu.:-
ing (in Italy) Genitalia, being surely ncv
more or less exhausted — let alone a now.
journal. Cell and Gene have gone, not - »
mention Brain, Blood, Gut and Bone.
surface scientists had an imaginati-c
breakthrough with Langmuir, so perh:
we may soon see volume 1 of Cricx,
Watson or Pauling (Linus even?) hit the
library shelves.

Well, Amgen (a leader in the biotech-
nology stakes) has come up with Helix,
surprisingly hitherto overlooked in the
scramble for numinous titles, and a
felicitous choice. For the helix is surely 2
potent symbol for our time. Salvador
Dali, who represented one in a painting,
believed that he had prefigured the dis-
covery of the Thread of Life. The
mediaeval divine, Origen, taught that
since the sphere was the most perfectofall
ObJG}C!s, all points on its surface being
equidistant from the centre, the virtuous
among us would, come the Day of Judge-
ment, be transformed into spheres and
enter paradise rolling. Perhaps, then, 3
trendier theology will have us changed
into helices — so much richer in symmetry
and imagery — to enter paradis
screwing,

Only in the third issue of Helix is there
actually a dissertation on the helix and its
Place in nature and in architecture, ag7€¢"
ably written by John Galloway and capt”
vatingly illustrated, The graphics and the
slhowgraphs. many of them light- and
coclggl?lz-rlmcroscopg images in ﬂl;z

»are superlative throughout and th
production of Hefijx has an aesthetic
r:rzdche that makes it a rare pleasure '
visionthef Pages. There is clearly her¢ :
Joun l0 science as art and I hope ! e
bio]oai Wwill reach a wider public than lo(

mgegnc;ll community alone. The name
and therepPearsm. small printon the c0 o

the issues ¢y 10tHing in the text in 20

tion, Thesciat 0 much as hints at prmthe
nonspecial; e{lhﬁcarudes reachout 1o
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jent; H- Schellekens on mitochondrial
DNA and P. K. Vogt on oncogenes are
wo examples that I found crisp and
jluminating. There are also interviews
with important personages — Nobe|
Jaureates, journal editors and the like.
This is a difficult genre, and here (at least
to my mind) only moderately successful,
for there are too few surprising revelations
and no outrageous opinions are venti-
lated. Book reviews too suffer from a
certain decorum (does Gallo have to be
treated with quite such servility?). A few
errors have slipped through undetected:
Chaim Weizmann, for instance, should
not have been allowed to pass as .
colleague of Pasteur’s.

But it is ungrateful to cavil where therc
is so much to enjoy. There are rewardiny
pieces by experts on such topics as thc
great medical illustrators, on alchcny
Taoist physiology, Vesalius, Willem de
Kooning and Frank Lloyd Wright. The
distinguished author of the last — not
a scientist — does not remark on the
helical fine-structure of the Guggenheim
Museum in New York, prominently on
view in two sumptuous photographs.
Wright, incidentally, also had something
to say on clinical science: doctors, he
observed, can always bury their mistakes,
but an architect can only advise his clients
to plant vines.

It remains only to ask Amgen how they
will select the lucky recipients of their
covetable confection. Bega subscription if
youcan! o

Walter Gratzer is in the MRC Muscle and

Cell Motility Unit, King’s College London,
26-29 Drury Lane, London WC2B 5RL, UK.

Powerful
knowledge

Susan Michie

Journal of Genetic Counseling. Editor-
in-chief Deborah L. Eunpu. Human
Sciences. 4/yr. USA $95, elsewhere
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THERE is obviously alot of immunological
research being done and lots of journals in
which the results can be published, so any
new venture must fill an important and
distinct niche; otherwise it merely be-
comes a dumping ground for the

ephemera of the subject.
The present massive fiel
nology originally grew out 0
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As the work of the Human Genome

roject continues, technology 1S being
rapidly developed for an increasing ranse
of screening and diagnostic tests for £
etic diseases and conditions in individu-
als and their families, present and future.
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examination of the methods
used to convey genetic information™. It
does 50 by peer-reviewed research,
W grticies and letters.
‘e coveied. such as
] in different
genetic ser-

practical recommendations for counsel-
ling. So far, issues have contained papers
that tend to discuss questions rather than
provide data for addressing them. The
all-American editorial board perhaps
accounts for the lack of contributions from
outside the United States. But the journal
is a promising beginning in an area with
great potential. o

Susan Michie is in the Psychology and
Genetics Research Group, United Medical
and Dental Schools, Guy's Campus. London
SE1 9RT, UK.

Pasteur

Vaccine Research “provides a con'ral
forum of documentation of ba.c crd
applied research in vaccine develop t
and application™ and publish
articles, reports, bricf commui
letters and leading articles. Vaccines ure
becoming increasingly important «nd i
journal such as this could be a welcame
addition to the literature, especially if

MaryEvans

Point of departure — vaccination against
cholera. From La Science lllustrée (c. 1890).

it covers veterinary topics. There arc
some good reviews but, in the main, the
contents consist of five or six fairly ordin-
ary papers mainly on experimental
aspects of immunogenicity. Part 3 of
volume ! is devoted to the proceedings of
a meeting on mucosal immunity and
AIDS, and contains very little about
vaccines. One doesn’t get much for one’s
money because of the lavish usc of space:
20 references occupy a whole page, for
example. There is little evidence so far
that Vaccine Research is going to be
anything more than of peripheral interest
to those working in the mainstream of this
subject, although the occasional review
might be well worth reading.

Two down and one to go. Infectious
Agents and Disease, subtitled Reviews
Issues and Commentary, publishes
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